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Home Sweet Home?
We explore the shocking reality of rough sleeping in rural Wales
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Welcome to the summer 
edition of the Wallich Clifford Communityôs 
Supporters Newsletter. As the weather 
heats up, the work for many of our projects 
increases. Seasonal changes often facilitate a 
dramatic increase in the number of homeless 
people that can be found sleeping rough 
throughout Wales, and our R.S.I.T. (Rough 
Sleepers Intervention Team) projects that 
work with this client group expect this year 
to be no different.  Our Rural R.S.I.T. has 
also uncovered a hidden homeless population 
across Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion,  Powys 
and Pembrokeshire. 

www.wallichclifford.com

New Projects . . . . . . . . 

The use of bed and breakfast accommodation to 
house homeless people is something that most 
local authorities wish to reduce. Particularly 
vulnerable groups are families who will not have 
adequate room to live comfortably, young people, 
who may ýnd the experience very isolating, and 
single women, for whom the experience can often 
be quite frightening. In partnership with Swansea 
County Council and Swansea Housing Association, 
we will be providing priority needs homeless people 
with a safe alternative to B&B living. The council 
plans to allocate suitable properties to be used 
as temporary accommodation, with the Wallich 
Clifford managing the properties and providing 
tenancy support to those staying there. 

The Wallich Clifford are delighted to be establishing 
our ýrst project in the county of Powys. The 
Temporary Accommodation project is based in 
Newtown and works in partnership with the local 
council to provide suitable levels of support and 
accommodation services to vulnerable people. 
The project hopes to improve the quality of life for 
many people in the Powys area, for more details 
on this project, see inside. 

Swansea : Alternatives to B&B

Newtown : Temporary Accommdation Project 

Thank You   to all our supporters that have 
donated over the last few months. In particular we 
were delighted to receive generous gifts from Wisdom 
Toothbrushes and Alberto 
Culver, who both donated to 
our youth accommodation 
project in Llanelli (Clos Sant 
Paul). Alberto Culver have also 
agreed to supply toiletries on 
a monthly basis to Clos Sant 
Paul, which houses 9 young 
people in self contained þats 
and provides tenancy support  
services to a further 30 
people. 

Did you know?

38% of homeless people 
spend every day 

. . . .alone 
(Crisis)
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From July the 18th to the 24th the Welsh Dragons competed 
against players from all over the world in the third annual 
Homeless Street Soccer World Cup.  Eight Welsh players 
were been chosen to compete in the tournament, which 
took place in Edinburgh, Scotland.  The Welsh team has 
been chosen from players in the Street Soccer Cymru 
project and all are homeless, including Scott Jenkins, a 
resident at our youth housing project in Llanelli.

This yearôs competition is the ýrst time the event has been 
held in the UK and thousands of fans from all over the 
world þew in to support the event.  Teams from each of 
the worldôs continents joined together for the competition,  
organised by the International Network of Street Papers 
(INSP) with the backing of UEFA. The tournament aims to 
promote social inclusion through sport and to challenge 
perceptions of homeless people, particularly in countries 
that have poor human rights records.

Lee Jones, winning Captain of the Home Nations Homeless 
Football Tournament, is the Welsh Dragonôs Assistant 
Manager. He says :

ñ Two years ago I was sleeping rough on the streets of 
Swansea. Getting involved in football was about much 
more than kicking a ball; it made a massive difference to 
my life. It gave me back my conýdence and helped me 
to believe in myself again. I made some great mates and 
realised I wasnôt the only one who had problems to deal 
with in my lifeò. 

Of the 141 players who took part in last yearôs tournament 
held in Sweden, 31 now work in regular jobs, 12 have 
signed with football clubs as players or coaches and 49 
have found permanent housing.  For many of the players 
the tournament will be not only a unique opportunity but 
a life changing experience. 

The Wallich Clifford are delighted to be the ýrst ofýcial 
sponsors of the tournament, which reþects our belief 
that recreational activities are key in building social skills 
and conýdence. We are also pleased that Paul Sheridan 
(picture : bottom right), Team Leader at our Llanelli 
project, Clos Sant Paul, was able to travel to Edinburgh 
with the squad in the role of Team Support Worker.

Welsh Dragons take on the World 

Ryan Miller (19) and Ryan Renwick (21) 
have both recently moved into private 
accommodation and are beginning their 
tenancies with big plans for the future. 

Both the Ryans had been residents at 
our Riverside project since 2004, due to 

problems at home, where they received support in applying 
for various training and learning schemes as part of their 
self development.

Raleigh International is a youth development project that 
allows young people to participate in environmental and 
community projects around the world. Ryan and Ryan are 
now enrolled on several local training courses with Raleigh 
and are working toward enrollment on foundation youth 
work and outdoor pursuits instruction courses.  

Their next challenge is to take part in an expedition 
experience in Namibia where they will carry out community 
work - perhaps building a school or clinic for remote villages, 
or digging wells to provide clean water.  They will also 
work on an environmental project, helping nature reserves 
or monitoring wildlife. Finally, all the participating young 
people will work together on planning and executing a hike 
of up to 290 kilometres pushing them to their physical limit 
whilst developing team and leadership skills. 

The expedition project must be funded by the individual 
taking part, so this summer has been a busy one for the two 
Ryans who have washed and valeted cars belonging to staff 
at every project in Cardiff. They have also received a pledge 
of Ã2000 from the Safer Cardiff Project towards their travel 
expenses so hopefully it wonôt be too long before they head 
towards sunnier climes, and a lot of hard work! 
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